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Just A Few Spaces
Left: Model-Driven
Development and
Product Lines -
Conference 19-20
October 2006

Model-driven software develop-
ment (MDSD), system families
and product lines are still new
methods in software engineering.
What can these new development
methods do for you? What is the
current status, and what experi-
ences have others already made?

Internationally recognized experts
present and discuss the complete
spectrum of model-driven soft-
ware development and software
product lines. They provide orien-
tation guidelines for decision mak-
ers on a range of topics, including:

e Impact on the organization’s IT
of the introduction of MDSD
and software product lines.

o Advantages of the conversion or
introduction.

e Availably and maturity of the
corresponding methods and
tools.

e Required organizational chang-

es and management tasks.

e Size of the necessary investment

.....................................................

and the duration of the return
on investment.

Presentations will cover proven
methods, approaches, tools and
tool chains, along with real-world
experience on the use of the tech-
nologies and the related organiza-
tional measures.bility — Unlock
The Treasure Chest And Discover
The Jewels You Already Have!

W Rudiger Schilling,
Founder and Chief
Technology Of-
ficer at Delta Soft-
ware Technology
will report on the
opportunities and
risks associated with the develop-
ment of project-specific generators
and will lead the discussion for the
Management theme.

In anticipation of the upcoming
event, the German specialist maga-
zine for software engineering and
management OBJEK Tspektrum
asked some of the contributing
experts for their assessments. The
answers to the different aspects
help with decisions on whether
and how model-driven develop-
ment methods and software sys-
tem families should be introduced.

......................................................
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Read more in the “bit-fabrik” section on pages 80 to
87 of the July/August 2006 edition of OBJEK Tspek-
trum.

“I can imagine that Model-Driven Development and Product Lines can
bring a quantum leap in innovation similar to that we achieved for our plat-
form-independent product development using Delta ADSplus and SCORE.”

Oswald Klackl
Software Engineering Manager,
B+S Banksysteme
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Model-Driven Development and Product Lines:

Synergies and Experiences
19 - 20 October 2006 in Leipzig, Germany

The conference is being organized by the Institute
for Industrial Software Techniques e.V. in coopera-
tion with the Institute for Information Systems at
the University of Leipzig. It is particularly aimed at
the senior technical level and middle management
from small to medium sized software development
companies, as well as at the software development
departments of larger organizations.

Note: The majority of the conference sessions will be held in

the German language.

You will find further information on the conference

programme and the registration details on the con-

ference Web site: http://www.software-families.org,
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Note: The conference Web site is currently only available in

the German language.

Learn some more about this topic in - r————
advance. Cord Giese and Riidiger —
Schilling explain in their article q
“Model-Driven Generator Develop-

ment” the requirements for the de-

velopment and use of code genera-

tors. The concepts presented offer a

practical approach for the automation of software
development. Download this free article now - no
registration required:

Our regular newsletter delivers information on up-
coming events, current projects, case studies, new
product announcements and general news that we
think will be of interest to you. Subscribe to our free
newsletter today.

If you would like to know more about how Delta
can help you to improve the efficiency of your soft-
ware development using automation, then please

get in touch with us.

Unlimited Portability = Unlock
The Treasure Chest And
Discover The Jewels You
Already Have!

In talking with a wide range of customers we have


https://delta-software.com/en/component/proforms/de/newsletter-anmeldung.html?Itemid=1050
https://delta-software.com/en/contact-menu.html
http://www.sigs.de/publications/os/2005/03/giese_schilling_OS_03_05.pdf
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started to notice an interesting phenomenon. While
our ADSplus customers are fully aware of the value
of their ADSplus applications, many have not truly
recognized the incredible business advantage that
they already have with the cross-platform portabil-
ity features of ADSplus.

Since its introduction in 1980,
ADSplus - the tool suite for gen-
erating applications from Delta
Software Technology — has been
widely adopted by many of the world’s leading or-
ganizations. ADSplus has also been referred to as
“Delta ADS”, “Delta COBOL”, or simply as “Delta” or
“ADS”.

A recent customer survey confirmed that over the
past 25+ years ADSplus has been used by more than
10,000 developers to develop literally millions of
application programs. We leave it up to you to guess
how many millions of lines of COBOL and PL/1 gen-
erated by ADSplus are running in production (our
estimate is that well over one thousand million lines
of code are in production!)

At this point let’s step back in time and look at the
IT landscape as it was at the start of the 1980s.
There were lots of mainframe platforms. IBM CICS
was just one TP monitor among many. It was not at
all clear which platform vendors were going to
“win”. Most data was in flat or indexed files. CO-
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DASYL databases were considered leading edge and
SQL was still in the future.

Because of the diverse range of platforms in use at
that time, it was clear to Delta as a developer of gen-
erator systems that platform independence must be
a critical aspect in the original design of ADSplus.
ADSplus should help our customers to develop ap-
plications that are totally independent of the de-
ployment platform. In other words, the ADSplus
application must be specified at the logical level and
the target-specific COBOL or PL/1 code is then
1009 generated for the selected deployment plat-
forms currently being used.

This original ADSplus design concept of a logical
specification of the application with the target-
specific code being 100% generated remains a defin-
ing quality of all Delta products. Why should devel-
opers have to spend their time implementing the
same technical details again and again, when it is
just as good - or even better - to do these things
automatically?

As new platforms were introduced over the years
the ADSplus applications could be simply moved to
the new technology. All that was needed was to re-
generate the applications for the new target plat-
form. This key aspect of ADSplus was successfully
used by large numbers of customers to smoothly
manage their transition from flat files through hier-
archal or CODASYL database into SQL relational


https://delta-software.com/en/products-head/ads-for-cobol-and-pli.html
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databases.

In the same way applications developed using a host
-based user interface could be simply regenerated to
use a PC or UNIX-based front-end system.

The cross-platform portability of ADSplus again
showed its value when applications first started to
be moved off the host mainframe environments in
the first wave of downsizing and rightsizing. The
applications were first moved onto UNIX platforms,
with many then subsequently being moved again to
the Windows platform.
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The cross-platform portability of ADSplus has allo-
wed a large number of our customers to move their
large mission critical applications from one platform
to another with minimal effort.

The cross-platform portability of ADSplus was of
particular benefit to independent software vendors
who wanted to develop standard packages and then
sell the same application across different platforms.
Many commercial packages were developed in this
way. One notable example is of a banking system
developed in ADSplus and cross-generated for 10
different platforms. The developers worked with a
single source and all 10 versions could be generated
in parallel. For this customer the cross-platform
portability of ADSplus is a major factor in their long
-term success in their market.

In the past 10 years the IT infrastructure market has
rapidly consolidated. There are now far fewer plat-
forms and infrastructure products in general use.
For example, IBM z/OS CICS is by far the leading
mainframe platform, whereas Oracle is by far the
leading database in the UNIX world.

A direct result of the consolidation of the different
technical platforms is that ADSplus applications are
ported to new platforms less often. Many developers
and development managers have therefore tended to
forget that they already have the ability to quickly,
simply and securely move their ADSplus applica-
tions to new platforms.

We therefore want to remind all ADSplus custo-
mers of the treasure that you have in your existing
ADSplus applications. You have already “won the
jackpot!”

ADSplus is available today for a broad range of tar-
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get platforms. You can move your applications from
your current platform to a new platform with a
simple regeneration. Literally hundreds of these
migration projects have been completed successfully
by ADSplus customers over the years. An impressive
example of this is our case study on the projects at
Datenzentrale Baden-Wiirttemberg, Germany.

Today’s IT world may have fewer platforms to choo-
se from, but that does not mean that changing plat-
forms is no longer relevant. In fact the opposite is
true: the focus is now on cost reduction for existing
applications, while at the same time opening-up
new business opportunities. The cross-platform
portability of ADSplus helps you to profit in both

scenarios.

e Cost Reduction — Where cost reduction for an
existing mainframe environment is a key goal
then your IBM, Bull, Unisys or other mainframe
applications can be easily ported to a more eco-
nomical LINUX platform. This can reduce or
avoid totally the ongoing costs for the mainframe
environment. Some of our customers have doub-
ted the feasibility of a migration because they
had used the ADSplus macro language to in effect
develop their own application generators. But
even in such cases, using ADSplus platform mig-
rations are without risk.
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e New Architectures - In many modernization
projects it is not enough to simply move the exis-
ting ADSplus application to a new deployment
platform. Today’s projects involve SOA, ESBs,
Web services, Portals and other new technolo-
gies. The unlimited portability of ADSplus helps
you to move all, or selected parts, of your AD-
Splus applications to new platforms and techno-
logies. All for minimal effort and with the securi-
ty of knowing that your applications are ideally
equipped to meet whatever the future holds.

With our in-depth experience we can optimally
support you in planning and implementation your
migration and modernization projects. Why not get
in touch and rediscover the treasure you already
have with the cross-platform portability of your AD-
Splus applications.

More newsletters and our
newsletter administration can be found here:
www.delta-software.com/newsletter
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